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Women’s Empowerment in Indian Vil lages (WEIV) 
is a programme of ARD(Austral ia)Inc 



ARD has been working with communities in rural Bihar since 2005. Initially we were 
working to support women and their families through Self Help Groups, Micro-finance and 
Income Generating Activities. In 2013/14 the Indian government implemented a nation-
wide rural support initiative covering these areas, so since then we have been working in 
the field of Reproductive and Child Health and Literacy Centres for illiterate adolescent 
girls. 
 
Reproductive and Child Health   
The Reproductive and Child Health programme addresses family planning awareness, 
antenatal education and support, maternal and child well-being and nutrition. Gender 
discrimination awareness is a strong focus of our work. The RCH programme has now 
entered its eighth year of operation. 
 
This year as part of our family planning initiatives, we have employed a new male staff 
member to advocate for vasectomies for men, rather than the more invasive tubal ligation 
for women. 

“Despite being a complex procedure, female sterilisation is the most commonly used 
family planning method, accounting for 35.7% of all procedures in India. In comparison to 
female sterilisation, a vasectomy is a much simpler and safer procedure yet, male 
sterilisations account for only 0.3% of all family planning procedures in the country. 

Overall involvement of men in health and family planning remains low and there’s been 
little effort to involve them. The responsibility eventually falls on women – whether it is to 
ensure a proper age gap between two children, avoid an unwanted pregnancy or opting for 
permanent birth control.”             National Family Health Survey, conducted between 2019-2021 

 

 



Report from RCH staff member Renu: 
When I conducted meetings of adolescent girls in Kolheya village, Priyanka Kumari would 
always attend. One time during a meeting of the teenagers, when the exact age of Saadi 
(marriage) was being discussed, Priyanka said that her mother and father were proposing 
her marriage as soon as she took the matriculation examination (Year 10 in India).  
 
After the meeting, staff member Renu went to Priyanka’s house to explain the proper age 
of marriage, tell her parents about the troubles caused by doing marriage at an early age, 
tell them about the government rules and regulations and to inform them about the 
facilities available from the government. Priyanka’s parents agreed not to marry her at 
such a young age. 
 
Renu explained to them they must think about Priyanka's future, to let her be physically 
and mentally mature, so that she can take care of her family. “If you have the knowledge to 
spend a happy life with your family, then do so”. After explaining these things, Priyanka's 
parents agreed to marry her when she turned 21. After passing her Intermediate 
examination (Year 12 in India), her parents arranged the wedding with great fanfare! 
 

 
 
ARD/WEIV has a staff of fourteen (14) in the RCH programme and eight (8) teachers in 
the Literacy Centre programme. 
 
Once again WEIV staff have been on paid leave for brief periods due to the Covid-19 
pandemic and on exceptionally hot days during the Indian summer. We continuously 
monitor the situation to ensure all staff are working in a safe environment. 



 
Literacy Centres   
Since May 2015 ARD(Australia)Inc has been operating eight Literacy Centres for poor 
adolescent girls who otherwise would not be engaged in the education system. The girls 
are taught Hindi reading and writing, functional maths and basic English. 
 

 
 
This year we have provided uniforms for the girl students and are in the process of 
establishing small mobile libraries that can move from Centre to Centre. 
 
 

 
 



Funding 
ARD(Aust)Inc currently has sixty-five (65) members making monthly or occasional 
donations. ARD also receives funds through transactional giving facilitated by Buy1Give1, 
a fully accredited Charity registered in the United States. 
 
Each month we send more than AU$3,000 to pay the staff and meet our administration 
expenses in India. 100% of your donations go directly to India. All work in 
Australia is done on a purely voluntary basis and any Australian administration expenses 
are met by local fundraising initiatives. 
 
Please see the enclosed Financial Statement for a full breakdown of incoming and 
outgoing monies. 
 
For more information, please visit our website www.weiv-india.org 
 
With thanks to our donors and supporters. 
Committee of Academy of Root Development (Australia) Incorporated 
July 2022 
 
 

 






















